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Ten Hidden Gems of the

American
Revolution
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Lesser-known landmarks with extraordinary stories

The famous sites will be packed in 2026. Skip the

crowds and discover the places where history

breathes most freely — off the beaten path, but no

less significant.

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★



A M E R I C A  2 5 0  T R A V E L  G U I D E

The Road Less
Traveled Is Where
History Lives

America 250 is a once-in-a-generation invitation to walk where

patriots stood. But the most famous sites — Independence Hall,

Valley Forge, Colonial Williamsburg — will draw enormous

crowds throughout 2026. These ten destinations reward the

curious traveler with rich history, uncrowded grounds, and

stories the textbooks forgot to tell. 

Each site was chosen because it played a genuine, decisive role

in the Revolution — and because most Americans have never

heard of it. Several are just miles from iconic landmarks,

offering the same era, the same drama, and a fraction of the

foot traffic. 

"Every battlefield, museum, and city square is

a classroom without walls. By visiting, you

become a steward of the Revolution's enduring

legacy."

I N S I D E R  T I P

Travel mid-week or in the shoulder seasons — spring and fall — for lighter crowds and a

more intimate connection to each site. Many of these hidden gems are free or low-cost,

with ample parking and knowledgeable guides who are delighted to share their stories.



This is where Delaware declared independence from both Pennsylvania and England in

June 1776 — weeks before the Declaration was signed in Philadelphia. The compact

historic district preserves the Courthouse Museum, the Old Armory, and colonial streets

almost entirely unchanged since the Revolution. Delaware was the first state to ratify the

Constitution, and New Castle is where that bold identity was forged.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

New Castle hosts a beloved annual Separation Day Parade with fife and drum corps — a

tradition that feels exactly as it did 250 years ago. The town is walkable, intimate, and

uncrowded year-round.

🔔

A V O I D  T H E  C R O W D S  —  V I S I T  H E R E  I N S T E A D

Philadelphia's Independence Hall will see enormous crowds during America 250. New

Castle, just 40 minutes south on I-95, tells the other half of the independence story — at a

fraction of the foot traffic.
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New Castle Colonial Courthouse
211 Delaware St, New Castle, DE



Guarding the Delaware River from a small muddy island, Fort Mifflin held out for six

weeks against the most intense British bombardment of the entire war — buying

Washington's army critical time. It is hauntingly preserved, with original earthworks,

stone buildings, and cannon still in place. The garrison's sacrifice is one of the most

overlooked acts of heroism in American history.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

Living history events, cannon firings, and guided tours make this an immersive experience.

You stand where the Revolution nearly ended — and didn't — because of the 400 men who

refused to surrender.

🔔

A V O I D  T H E  C R O W D S  —  V I S I T  H E R E  I N S T E A D

Just 15 minutes from the Liberty Bell, Fort Mifflin receives a fraction of the visitors — yet it

played an equally decisive role in saving Philadelphia and the American cause.
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Fort Mifflin
6400 Hog Island Rd, Philadelphia, PA



On a moonless summer night in 1779, General "Mad" Anthony Wayne led 1,350

Continental soldiers in a daring bayonet-only assault on a British fortification — and won

in 30 minutes. The 1826 lighthouse still stands over the Hudson, and the preserved

battlefield offers sweeping river views alongside one of the Revolution's most cinematic

victory stories.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

This compact battlefield is free, uncrowded, and spectacularly scenic. The mix of

Revolutionary War history and Hudson Valley landscape makes it a perfect half-day

destination, especially for families.

🔔

A V O I D  T H E  C R O W D S  —  V I S I T  H E R E  I N S T E A D

West Point draws large crowds during America 250 events. Stony Point, just 8 miles south,

delivers an equally dramatic military story with open parking, no admission fee, and zero

wait times.
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Stony Point Battlefield &
Lighthouse
44 Battlefield Rd, Stony Point, NY



Is life so dear, or peace so sweet,
as to be purchased at the price
of chains and slavery? Give me

liberty, or give me death!

—  P A T R I C K  H E N R Y ,  1 7 7 5

"



Patrick Henry lived here when he gave his "Liberty or Death" speech and served as

Virginia's first governor. This is where the firebrand rhetoric of the Revolution was forged

in private — in the library, at the dinner table, and on the surrounding fields. The

sprawling plantation house is authentically preserved and remarkably accessible, with

knowledgeable docents who bring Henry's complex humanity to life.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

Patrick Henry is perhaps the Revolution's most powerful voice, yet most Americans have

never visited a site connected to him. Scotchtown fills that gap with intimacy and

authenticity rarely found at larger sites.

🔔

A V O I D  T H E  C R O W D S  —  V I S I T  H E R E  I N S T E A D

Colonial Williamsburg will be one of the busiest destinations of 2026. Scotchtown, about 45

minutes north of Richmond, offers a deeper personal connection to the Revolution's most

electrifying orator — with room to breathe.
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Scotchtown — Patrick Henry's
Home
16120 Chiswell Ln, Beaverdam, VA



During the Battle of Monmouth in June 1778 — one of the largest engagements of the

entire war — this 1731 church became a field hospital. The bloodstains on the original

wooden pews are still visible today. The adjacent cemetery holds soldiers from both sides,

and the building itself has changed almost nothing since surgeons worked by candlelight

inside it during that sweltering June battle.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

Few places in America offer this kind of unfiltered physical connection to the Revolution. The

bloodstained pews are not a replica or a diorama — they are the real thing, and they stop

visitors cold.
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Old Tennent Church
448 Tennent Rd, Manalapan, NJ



Known as "Connecticut's Valley Forge," this is where General Israel Putnam's division

endured the brutal winter of 1778–79 — suffering equally severe hardships as their more

famous Pennsylvania counterparts. The park preserves original earthworks,

reconstructed log huts, and a dramatic landscape of hills and forest that hasn't changed

since the Continental Army shivered here. A powerful and poetic site that almost no one

visits.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

Walking the same ridgeline where desperate soldiers camped, with the wind in the trees and

no tour bus in sight, delivers a solitary and moving experience impossible to find at Valley

Forge in 2026.

🔔

A V O I D  T H E  C R O W D S  —  V I S I T  H E R E  I N S T E A D

Valley Forge will be overwhelmed during America 250. Putnam Memorial tells the same story

of winter survival and endurance — with near-total solitude and completely preserved

original earthworks.
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Putnam Memorial State Park
499 Black Rock Turnpike, Redding, CT



Liberty, when it begins to take
root, is a plant of rapid growth.

—  G E O R G E  W A S H I N G T O N

"



On April 12, 1776, North Carolina became the first colony to formally authorize its

delegates to vote for independence — a full three months before the Declaration. The

Halifax Resolves were passed right here, in this quiet river town that most Americans

have never heard of. The historic district preserves the actual buildings where this world-

changing vote took place, and the site is intimate, walkable, and deeply moving.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

Halifax made history before Philadelphia did. That story is told here with pride and

surprising depth. If you want to stand where American independence was first officially set

in motion, this is the place.
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Halifax Historic District
25 St. David St, Halifax, NC



Site of the first Southern land battle of the entire Revolution and a remarkable 1781 siege

led by General Nathanael Greene, Ninety Six is one of America's most underrated

Revolutionary War sites. The Star Fort earthworks are extraordinarily well-preserved, the

trails are uncrowded, and the history of the Southern backcountry — a brutal civil war

between Patriots and Loyalists — is told with unflinching honesty.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

The Southern Campaign is the most underappreciated chapter of the Revolution. Ninety Six

tells it better than almost anywhere else, with preserved fortifications you can actually walk

through and touch.

🔔

A V O I D  T H E  C R O W D S  —  V I S I T  H E R E  I N S T E A D

Cowpens and Kings Mountain will see heavy America 250 traffic. Ninety Six, about an hour

away, delivers equal historical significance with a fraction of the visitors — and far more

elbow room.
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Ninety Six National Historic Site
1103 Hwy 248, Ninety Six, SC



Here is a remarkable and little-known fact: in December 1774 — four months before

Lexington and Concord — local New Hampshire patriots raided this fort and seized

gunpowder and cannon from the British garrison. It was one of the first direct acts of

armed rebellion in the colonies. The earthworks and a historic lighthouse remain in a

stunning coastal setting that feels entirely off the tourist trail.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

This was the Revolution's opening act — before the "shot heard 'round the world." That story

is told at a dramatically scenic site on the New Hampshire coast that draws almost no

national attention. It deserves far more.
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Fort Constitution Historic Site
Rte. 1B, New Castle, NH



The Revolution was also a war of intelligence — and this house was at the center of it.

Robert Townsend, a member of the legendary Culper Spy Ring, called Oyster Bay home.

Washington's most important intelligence operation ran through this house, and the

family's courage helped expose Benedict Arnold's treason before it could doom the

Revolution. The preserved house and its spy-themed exhibits are riveting for adults and

children alike.

W H Y  V I S I T  I N  2 0 2 6

The spy story of the Revolution is one of its most gripping chapters, and it's almost entirely

overlooked. Raynham Hall brings it to life in a beautifully preserved 18th-century house on

Long Island's scenic North Shore.

🔔

A V O I D  T H E  C R O W D S  —  V I S I T  H E R E  I N S T E A D

New York City's Revolutionary sites — Fraunces Tavern, St. Paul's Chapel — will be packed

in 2026. Raynham Hall, 30 miles east on Long Island, offers a completely different and

equally compelling story in a peaceful, uncrowded setting.
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Raynham Hall Museum
20 W Main St, Oyster Bay, NY



Freedom 250

C U R A T E D  F R O M

The Patriot's Journey
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Honoring the ideals that shaped a nation

by Jessica James  ·  Past Lane Travels

The full guide covers all 250 Revolutionary War

sites across the original 13 colonies — with

itinerary ideas, hidden history, and everything you

need to plan your own revolutionary journey.

pastlanetravels.com/america-250-travel-guide
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